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SUBJECT: Communist Military and Economic Aid to North Vietnam, 

1970-1974* 
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1. The Intelligence Community has been requested to esti- 
mate the amounts of Communist aid to North Vietnam in the years 
1970-1974, using current US collar costs of the materiel and 


for military and economic aid to South Vietnam, for the follow- 
ing reasons: 


telligcnce collection capabilities in the area, , so that current 
information on North Vietnam is less comprehensive than it was 
formerly. In particular, on the question of Communist military 
aid, our information -base is very spotty. Kence wo know wa are 
seeing only part of the picture cn military aid, and our esti- 
mates for the part we cannot sea have a wide margin of error. 
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required for the type of military action unasrtaxen oy tne com- 
munist forces^ in South Vietnam — i.e.', selected attacks from 
redoubt areas *at times and places of their choic eTj US military aid to South Viet* 
nam suppoi*ts a different military mission -- i. e. , defense of scattered commu- 
nities, large agricultural areas, and lines of communication, 
plus reaction and reinforcement of local forces after Communist 


* 27: i s uu'.movo. >u;u'i I’.r.c been prepared joint ly by the Central In 
telligencc Agency and The in fence .Intelligence Agency, and 
concurred in by the bureau of Intelligence and Research, Da 
pertinent of State. 
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£»£ Vietnam’s force. »avo bean roughiy tvico^h^siee 
oi North rotcos.in th- ou. • P toctl 1 population and 

holding%erritory -- havS Squired a much larger and widely dxs- 
persed military structure. 

v'pr, gvm has therefore also required a combat air force 
’ i nMiitv to rcdeolov forces rapidly by ground ana air 
I „ o u the tyoas of equipment supplied to South Viet- 

US have been more sophisticated and therefore more 
expensive then those required by Hanoi. Moreover, Communist orces have 
less replacement requirements because 61 their record sme =‘ ocl -“ los f 
militarv supplies in the South.; South Vietnam also requires consideiably 
more logistic support. "In terms of actual equipment and material (including 
transportation equipment"). Communist military deliveries to North Vietnam 
in 1974 approximate those received by South Vietnam. e ^ en ?“f J; 9 J 4 

military equipment deliveries to North Vietnam totailed S.OO milUon and 
comparable shipments to South Vietnam totalled about $338 nulli jj 

2 Several conclusions may nonetheless be drawn ; w j^ 5 e “ 
spect 2 to' levels of military and economic assistance uO 
Vietnam from 1970 through 19/4. 

. _ , * 4 tarv and economic aid to North 

Vicbnim ^^“ighor^In current dollars, than in any 
previous year 
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sis Lance for defense against . ju n missiles , 

losses caused by it (e.g., air defei.oe e^i*, * 

trucks , etc . ) • 

(C ) The US 1^1973 SoS^f locSed 

the level of hostilities in Soutn ammunition ar.d ground 

Vietnam, compared with 1972. 

w> *» level^as°high TtLTl^ 

1972 *? K although^doli varies of ground force equipment continued 
at relatively low levels. 
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nac.es oeva about the sc« e. 
explains the difference. 
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\ (c*> Economic aid was reduced in 1972 with the closure of 

North Vietnamese ports, but rose sharply in 1973 and 1974 with 
thoir reopening . The economic aid increase in 1974 was further 
spurred by typhoons which damaged the 1973 North Vietnamese 
autumn rice harvest, the inflation of dollar . values in 1974, 
and the increased pace of reconstruction during 1974. 

/The total value of Communist economic aid to North Vietnam in 1974 was over .. 
twice that of aid to South Vietnam in calendar 1974. At U. S. costs, the dollar 
value of economic aid to North Vietnam in 1974 was nearly three times that 
provided to South Vietnam. North Vietnam, unlike South Vietnam, does not have 
to bear the economic burden of coping with external aggression. Economic 
aid to the North no doubt bolsters its military capabilities. - 
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3. The figures leading to the above conclusions are shown 
in the* accompanying table. They give a rough order of magnitude 
of Communist military assistance to North Vietnam ana a somewhat 
jnojfg precise indication of economic aid. Vrithin tns category of 
of military assistance, the estimates of deliveries of equipment, and ;> 

materiel, as well as the estimate for transportation equipment undo* 

tbo-J^rIiitST 7 *i^&t-ed^auppart , -^head-i'n^,' are fairly good. ^Although these 
estimates do suffer from serious weaknesses^ even a more complete data 
base would produce estimates of the same relative magnitude. This is not 
true, however, for the other military related support items, where the lack 
of hard date makes our estimates subject to wider margins of error; -however, 
even with completely reliable intelligence on ’’military related support,” 
these costs for South Vietnam would be expected to be considerably higher 
than for North Vietnam because the U. S. has to spend substantially more for 
shipping, overhead and other costs. If, for example, aid- to North Vietnam 
were provided at U. S. costs, there would probable be little significant dif- 
ference in the total value of military assistance provided both countries in 1974. | 


4. xt should also be noted that in the final analysis 
what is significant is not so much the level of military assist- 
ance but the relative balance of xorcos on the battlefield in 
South Vietnam. North Vietnamese forces in South Vietnam, sup- 
ported by record stockpiles of military supplies, are stronger 
today than thev have over been. The Co.iCnums us are 2 c c 

to sharply increase the tempo of the fighting in the next few 
months. Given the present military balance in the South, tee 
GVN's forces will not be decisively defeated during the current 
dry season, ht currently appropriated levels of US military as- 
, gi *; tancc , however, the level of convent that wc* anticipate in tn-e 
next few months will place , the Communists in a position of sig- 
nificant advantage over the South Vietnamese forces in subsequent 

fighting. 

d- Using either U. S. or Communist costs, total Communist ftriil: 
economic aid to North Vietnam in 1974 was greater than that presided to' 
Vietnam in 197-lT» 
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